





Notes on Juvenile Behavior

As a preliminary exercise prior to
the planned radio-telemetry, we have
been documenting the diurnal
activities and mapping the
movements of a juvenile Philippine
Eagle at one isolated forested
mountain in Cotabato province since
October of 1998. Several interesting
observations were made, including
mock killing, tree-hole poking,
ground exploration, and various
forms of exercise.

Biologists have often suggested
that Philippine Eagles require large
territories, but the particular pair at
Mt. Sinaka has been breeding
successfully during the last three
breeding seasons in a forest area less
than 24 square kilometers. We do not
know yet if this is a reflection of a
time-lag to extirpation, or an example
of the eagles' resilience to a
diminishing habitat. We will continue
to monitor the breeding success of
the pair, and track the eaglet until the
parents breed again to determine
where juveniles go or if they survive
at all. These preliminary observations
were presented by PEF biologist
Donald Afan during the recent gth
Wildlife Conservation Society of the
Philippines, held in Puerto Princesa,
Palawan.

Another paper dealing with nesting
density and population estimate for

cagles in Mindanao is currently being

prepared and is hoped to provide
rough but valuable information on
population numbers.

In order to test the many hypotheses
we have formulated, the PEF
submitted a proposal to the
Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR) on a long
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From behind a blind, PEF biologists, J.
Ibafiez and K. Gatil observe Philippine

term program to radio track both _ .
Eagles in the wild.

juveniles and adults in Mindanao.

Information gathered from those
activities are hoped to provide the
basis for rational decisions on
managing captive-bred and wild
cagles. Radio tagging, or radio-
telemetry, is a high technology tool
involving attachment of a radio
transmitter on the bird and tracked
by several transceivers from known
geographical points.

Verification of eagle reports have
resulted in the confirmation of two
new nests, for a total of 13 known
nests for 23 breeding pairs for the
year 1998 until early 1999. Early last
year, a nest was found in Samar island
by personnel of the DENR. The PEF
hopes to strengthen its relationship
with the DENR’s Regional Eagle
Watch Teams and provide assistance
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Glen Bueser testing telemetry equipment.

in field research techniques.

Juvenile Philippine Eagle at Mt. Sinaka, Arakan,
Cotabato.
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(volunteer from the Netherlands), Hector Miranda Jr., Glenn Lovell L. Bueser, Kharina
Gatil, Adriano M. Oxales, Donald S. Afan. Volunteers not in photo: Ralph Mancke (US),
and Christian Falckelman (Germany).
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At present, captive propagation
at the Philippine Eagle Center
continues to be limited and
sporadic. However, substantial
progress was achieved in furthering
our understanding of the species’
breeding behavior in captivity.
This has resulted in improvements
on captive management techniques
and infrastructure design at the
Center. Those innovations resulted
in the successful pairing and
subsequent breeding of the eagles.
On February 23, 1999 the third
eaglet bred in captivity was
hatched. Another pair began
breeding as early as August 1998
but failed to produced any egg
during the season. The history of
both birds are unknown.

Pag-asa and Pagkakaisa, both
males, showed well adapted
breeding behavior but have not
been producing seminal fluid yet.
The cagles, aged 7 and 6
respectively, will probably start
producing viable semen later, as
was the case with Junior. Junior,
now 17 years old, produced semen

regularly throughout the breeding

season. This was used for
inseminating the females with
surplus production kept for
cryogenic studies. Jing-jing, an
older male at about 26 years,

continued to produce sporadically
and in very small amounts.

Among imprinted females, only
the eagles Pitha, Luyag and
Kahayag produced eggs during the
last breeding season. Luyag’s and
Kahayag’s were infertile while
Pitha’s was fertile but failed to
hatch. A total of 5 eggs were
produced in the 1998 breeding
season. All the other females at the
Philippine Eagle Center are either
too young or too old for breeding.

New incubators from Brinsea
Ltd. helped captive breeding
operations tremendously and were,
in fact, instrumental in the
successful hatching of the eagle
Pangarap. The software Avian
Incubation Management developed
and donated by David LeMesurier
also helped facilitate
documentation and monitoring of
breeding operations.

Staff: From left to right: Mario Entrolizo, Dr. Roberto Puentespina (Volunteer
Veterinarian), Adorico M. Aya-ay, Noel Lupaz, Dominador P. Tundag, Eddie V. Juntilla,
Domingo O. Tadena, Edison L. Dayos. Not in photo: Cipriano L. Aleman, Bernardino
C. Salarza, James W. Grier, Ph. D. (Volunteer Consultant)

Incubator from Brinsea td. o
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Capping the whole evaluation
process was the People’s
Organization (POs) Congress. This
was called mainly to assess the
achievements of the community-
based resource management since
1990. Dubbed as “Panagtagbo”, it
aims to forge linkages and
partnerships among communities
served by the PEF. This initiative
also encouraged the beneficiaries
to organize and initiate actions in
pursuit of common goals and
interests. Twenty-eight
representatives from 19
organizations from all parts of
Mindanao converged in Davao
City last November 26-30, 1998.

To consolidate the gains of the
program for the year 1998, a
number of training workshops for
the communities were conducted.
A total of 672 beneficiaries from
82 organizations participated in
the 10 training courses. These
courses include: Sloping
Agricultural Land Technology,
Basic Enterprise Development,
Basic Leadership Skills Training,
Biodiversity Conservation
Seminar, Gender and Development
Workshop, Land Tenure Options
in the Uplands, Ancestral Domain
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Staff: From left to right: Marlino B. Magdadaro, Elfranco |. Linsahay, Stephen R. Paspe,
Virgil P. Estrada, Misael C. Galvadores.

Management Planning,
Population, Health and
Environment, Protected Area
Management Training, and Herbal
Medicines Training.

During the later part of the year,
the CBI program purchased 4
hectares to be used as sustainable
agriculture demonstration farm and
resource center. The land will be
dedicated to serve as hands-on
training facility for partner-
communities. Hopefully, it will
serve as a model for showing
alternative forms of
agroecosystems which highlight
production practices that are
ecologically-friendly, life
sustaining, cost-effective and
profitable.

Development Officer Mendoza manages the
demonstration farm and resource center.
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Broadcasters’ Education on
Environment & Development

The radio is a powerful tool in
disseminating information rapidly.
[t is a very effective way of reaching
out to remote communities. This
project, the Broadcasters’ Education
on Environment & Development,
involves developing alliances with
broadcast media practitioners in
Mindanao. A total 17 radio stations,
with 28 direct participants are
currently involved with this project.
With so many people living in the
uplands, our partnership with the
radio broadcast community will
allow us to influence millions of
marginal-income families and
perhaps even engage their
partnership in the future.

Project partners have already
produced three versions (English,
Filipino and vernacular) of a 60-
second radio “plug-in” about the
Philippine Eagle and the rainforest
which are regularly aired by the
participating stations. Announce-
ments and information on key
meetings such as the holding of a
special training for the local
government officials, teachers and

other sectoral representatives were
also disseminated through this
medium.

While the long term goal of the
project is to influence public
perception towards understanding
of the role of wildlife in the natural
environment, initial public response
to the program appears promising.
Already we have received reports
on captured raptors, eagle sightings
and nest locations. This allowed us
to respond rapidly to reports on
eagles in the field.

Another program output was the
formation of a “core organization”.
Aptly called “Mindanao Green
Rangers”, they are currently
developing information packets on
eagle conservation to be aired
regularly by member radio stations.
Efforts are now underway to
officially register this organization.
This program is implemented with
support from the Presidential
Management Staff and the Gerald
Durell Memorial Fund.

PEC Visitors’ Traffic

The Philippine Eagle Center
serves as an educational resource
for furthering public awareness
on and understanding of wildlife
and the natural environment.
People of all ages from all walks
of life visit the center regularly.
Since 1991, we have hosted some
1,233,346 visitors at the Center.
About 194,595 people visited the
PEC last year. While the primary
target of education programs at
the Center is the youth, adult
visitor traffic have increased and
now represents 52% of total
visitors.
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